
S
E

R
V

E

At Central Church we choose 
to live our faith in a way that creates 
real and lasting change in the world.

We open hearts, open minds and open doors to 
transform the lives of others.

We put our beliefs into action.

www.tccentralumc.org

GET INVOLVED. GIVE BACK.
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We’d love for you to connect with Central’s children and youth by either 
participating with your family in one of the following opportunities, or by 
volunteering to serve as a leader or assistant in any of the following areas.

INFANTS AND CHILDREN
• Nursery

Our loving nursery staff is committed to providing for 0-5 year old children in a 
safe and caring environment for all worship services, including Church in the 
Park.

• Children’s Choirs
Open to all Kindergarten through 5th graders.  Participants enjoy singing, 
learning music skills and learning to read music each Sunday throughout 
the school year. There is also the opportunity for periodic performances on     
Sunday mornings.

• Sunday Morning JAM Session (Jesus and Me)
Available during the school year at the 9 a.m. and 11a.m. services, children 
gather after the Pastor’s Children’s Message to learn biblical truths through 
art, Bible games, drama, science and technology.

• Acolytes (children 3rd grade and older may participate)
The acolyte carries the light into the sanctuary at the beginning of worship 
and carries it from the sanctuary at the end of worship.

• Scripture Reader
Children are encouraged to be a part of our worship services and one of     
the more visual ways is reading the morning’s scripture prior to the pastor’s 
sermon.

• Heroes in Action
Kindergarten through 5th graders are invited to enjoy fun, fellowship, games 
and spiritual growth after the Wonderful Wednesay meal.

• 3rd Grade Bible Class
Central believes it’s important that youngsters feel comfortable with the Bible 
and know the wealth of wisdom and knowledge that comes from it.  Each 3rd 
grader who participates receives a Student Study Bible.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
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• Club Central
Club Central is a youth group for upper elementary kids led by high school        
students and adults. It begins in the chapel with the Praise Band followed by 
music exploration and age appropriate Christian Study and Games.

• Parents’ Night Out/Palooza
Once a month, children enjoy dinner, activities and fellowship while parents 
have an evening on their own.  An anticipated night for both parents and kids.

• Vacation Bible School (children age 4+ and potty-trained may participate)
A summer week packed with songs, stories, crafts, swimming and fun! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
• Middle School Sunday School (youth in grades 6-8 may participate)

Join the middle schoolers as they begin the journey through the Bible using 
the NEW Bible Lessons For Youth Curriculum (BL4Y). This is a very involved 
and hands on look into the Bible. The youth will follow along in hand books 
and learn what real Bible to life application looks like.

• Middle School Youth Group (youth in grades 6-8 may participate)
This group’s activities include guided discussions, field trips, service ex-
periences and opportunities to develop one’s Christian faith walk. Meets  
Wednesday evenings during school year and occasionally in summer.

• High School Brew Wednesday (youth in grades 9-12 may participate)
Join the High Schoolers at Brew on Wednesday nights to unpack the          
differences and similarities between other world religions. To best appreciate 
our own faith we must understand what sets us apart as Christians.

• High School Youth Group (youth in grades 9-12 may participate)
A mix of discussion, fun and service to others on Sunday evenings and       
occasionally in summer.

• Credo, an 8th Grade Confirmation Experience
The Credo curriculum is grounded in three core principles: confirmation is the 
continuation of one’s faith journey, confirmands must be fully engaged in the 
life of the church, and they should emerge from this experience prepared for a 
life of Christian discipleship. Meets Sunday evenings during school year.

• Vacation Bible School Junior Counselors (youth in grades 6+ may serve) 
Help lead a summer week packed with games, songs, stories, crafts, and fun!

ADULTS

ADULT GROUPS
Connect with others around a common interest or need, grow deeper in your faith 
through study and discussion, all while growing in the Central Church Commu-
nity. Some groups meet continually, others meet for short terms in the fall, winter 
or spring. See the church website for a list of current groups and their meeting 
schedules.

Memory Keepers
Those who have lost someone dear to them are invited to join with others who 
have experienced loss by sharing memories, support, and friendship.

Sacred Spaces
A group of women who value spiritual reflection and prayerful meditation in 
community as they seek the calming presence of God.

The Men’s Room: Men in Conversation 
Join others for conversations on being good men. Men, young and old, are        
invited to come for friendship, challenge, and inspiration.  

FaithLink
FaithLink meets on either Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings to discuss 
topics of current interest. The group is open to all who want to apply their United 
Methodist beliefs to current faith issues and world events.  

Discovery Workshop
An opportunity to learn more about your gifts and strengths and how to use 
them inside and outside the church.  Participants may also meet with a Ministry      
navigator to explore connection one on one.  Offered fall, winter and spring as 
part of our New Members Orientation Class.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
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Building Better Moms
This is a support network of moms who “get it” and will grow with you as a mom, 
a woman and a friend! 

Book Women: Reading Beyond Our Doors
All women are welcome; diverse age-group desired.  Members read the same 
book.

Women’s Book Club
For women who enjoy reading and sharing their books.  Not everyone            
necessarily reads the same book.  

Bridge 
Enjoy a day playing bridge at church twice a month.  

Knit One, Crochet Too
Join others who knit, crochet or do handwork for a time of fellowship and devo-
tion over the needles and hooks.  Newcomers and those wanting to learn how to 
knit or crochet are welcome.

Softball
Central UMC ‘s softball team, “The Mighty Methodists,” plays in the YMCA co-ed 
recreational league. All adult players are welcome. 

Golf
Two golfing groups meet from June through September. The Monday afternoon 
group plays18 holes, and the Friday morning group plays 9 holes.

Men’s Breakfast Group
A fellowship group that meets monthly. 

ADULTS

SERVICE GROUPS: REACHING BEYOND OUR DOORS

Safe Harbor
The Safe Harbor program provides shelter, meals and Christian fellowship for the 
homeless of Grand Traverse region during the cold weather portion of the year.

Community Outreach 
Central’s Fellowship Hall opens its doors every weekday morning (and on week-
ends during winter months) to the homeless and economically challenged.  Hot 
breakfast, showers, mail service, and fellowship are provided.  At least four vol-
unteers are needed each day to assist the coordinator.

Community Meal
Central Church serves a hot meal to the homeless and economically challenged 
year- around. Every Thursday, rotating teams plan, prepare and serve a noon 
meal.

Kid’s Hope
Central Church is affiliated with KIDS HOPE USA, a national program that men-
tors at-risk children in local elementary schools.  Each of our mentors provides 
weekly one-hour mentoring and affirmation for one child at Willow Hill Elementary 
School. 

Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON)
JFON is a faith-driven ministry that welcomes immigrants into our community by 
providing free, high-quality immigration legal services, education, and advocacy.  
Immigration clinics are staffed by trained volunteers, with professional legal as-
sistance.  

Missions Team
Team members plan the missions budget, organize fund raisers and invite the 
congregation to participate in mission work. 

ADULTS
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Habitat for Humanity
Join others from Central in a variety of ways to work toward the completion of 
Habitat homes in our area.

Mission Trips
An opportunity for adults to live out the mission to reach beyond our doors 
through service to others.  Trips can be local, regional or global.

Hunger Team
The Hunger Team plays a key role in Central’s outreach to the less fortunate in 
our own community and the broader world.  

United Methodist Women
A community of women who have a supportive fellowship and fund missions that 
support women, youth, and children through the global ministries of the church.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawls, which are given to those who are experiencing a difficult time in 
their lives, are created to remind recipients of our congregation’s love and caring. 
Participants can join Knit One, Crochet Too or simply knit on their own.

Our Neighbor’s Garden
This group has a community garden, located at the corner of 3 Mile and Garfield 
roads that provides fresh produce to needy families in our community.

Creation Stewards
This group explores the role of the church in relation to the environment.  

ADULTS

SERVICE GROUPS: WITHIN OUR DOORS

Reconciling Ministries
A study/action group that supports full inclusion of LGBTQ persons in the life of both      
Central United Methodist Church and the greater United Methodist Church.

Central Image
A group of photographers captures and processes digital images of Central Church         
ministries.  Amateur and professional photographers welcome.

Library Committee
The Library Committee maintains the collection in the church library, as well as assists with 
the ordering of new materials.

Stephen Ministry
Central is a Stephen Ministry congregation.  Pastors will always be on the front lines of care, 
but this nationwide program allows for lay Christians to be selected, trained, and super-
vised in providing confidential one-on-one care for those persons hurting or finding life 
decisions difficult.  

Health Ministry
This group seeks to help meet the holistic health needs (spiritual, physical, emotional and 
mental health) of our congregation and friends.

Parish Visitors
A group of people that seeks to maintain personal contact with those congregants unable 
to attend regularly, mostly homebound seniors.

Kitchen Krew
The Kitchen Krew is a group of volunteers who work together to provide hospitality and 
kitchen support.

ADULTS
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Office Assistants
The Central Church office staff members rely on volunteers to help carry out the ministries 
of the church.  From answering phones to stuffing envelopes, filing, sorting mail, inputting 
membership information in the computer database, to recording attendance in worship 
and classes; our volunteers do it all! 

Van Ministry
Using the church vans, transport Sunday morning worshippers to and from church.

Building and Grounds Care
A group that maintains the gardens around the church, and assists the custodians with 
general building and grounds repair and maintenance.

Music
• Chancel Choir

Practices on Wednesday evenings and sings at 11:00 Traditional worship.
• Instrument in Worship 
• Adult Handbell Choir 
•  “The WELL”  Worship Musicians
• Soloist for 8:15 Chapel Worship
• Assist with Children’s Choir

Worship Support
• Liturgist
• Sound/Video Equipment Operator
• Drama-perform during worship
• Communion Server

ADULTS

Prayer
• Prayer Chain (telephone tree)
• Prayer Circle (email contact)
• Prayer Group (meets regularly for a time of prayer for the church)

Hospitality
• Welcome Team

Our Welcome Center and Welcome Table hosts greet guests to our church 
with a smile, information and a gift bag. 

• Connection Team
This group particularly looks for ways to help people become involved and to 
make the connection to others who are traveling the journey of faith at Cen-
tral.

• Greeters
Welcome folks at the church entrance doors or the sanctuary entrance doors as they 
come to worship on Sundays.

• Ushers
Welcome worshipers as they enter the sanctuary while distributing bulletins,  and col-
lecting offerings.

• Cookie Baking Team
Teams meet once a month to bake cookies for the hospitality time after Sunday 
services.

• Funeral Luncheons
Preparation and serving a meal for family and friends following funeral services.

• Sunday Hospitality
Serve beverages and cookies after Sunday worship.

ADULTS
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Board of Trustees
The Trustees are responsible for the inventory, inspection and maintenance of all 
church property.  You don’t have to be a “handy with a hammer” to join the trust-
ees; you just need a genuine interest in seeing our church’s property be its best. 

Finance Committee
This group is responsible for raising, managing, and distributing the financial 
resources of the church.  If you are interested in helping our church’s stewardship 
of finances, this is a ministry for you. 

Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee
The SPPRC serves a key role in establishing the focus of the pastors, staff, and 
congregation’s ministry.  Members interested in working with the pastors and staff 
in developing a healthy congregation will appreciate this team’s work.

Church Archives Committee
Collects and maintains the church’s historical record.  If you are interested in his-
tory, creating displays, labeling documents or doing oral interviews, this is a good 
fit for you.

Columbarium Committee
Charged with the administration and care of the church columbarium located 
next to the church chapel. Team members work with the Pastors to help families 
through the process of internment.  

Committee on Lay Leadership (Nominations)
This group seeks to match and equip potential leaders for ministry in and through 
the church. If you are interested in helping connect people in ministry positions, 
this is a role for you.  Typically meets four times a year.   

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARDS

Wills and Memorials Committee
The Wills and Memorial Committee receives and manages memorial donations 
given to the church. It oversees the church endowment fund and distributes 
grants to fund ministry projects. Committee members work to promote endow-
ments within the congregation. 

Worship Committee
Charged with supporting the worship ministries of the church, this team cares for 
themany important tasks that make a meaningful worship experience possible.  

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARDS


