THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

One: The Lord is with you.

All:   And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.

All:   We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us given thanks to the Lord, our God.

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: Eternal God, you loved us long before we knew or loved you; and in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ you show us that nothing can destroy your love or separate us from it. You have       empowered the Church at Pentecost with the unsettling gift of Holy Spirit, both comforting and convicting.

All:   So, with all our hearts, we thank you, and we renew our         covenant and our commitment to recognize your presence at every turn, and to grow in your love.

One: Now into our communion, and into your eternal loving kindness we    offer the prayers we have named:

for ourselves,

for each other,

for our families, 

for your Church where we serve and love others,

for every person with whom we will have contact this week,

for our beautiful and broken world of nations and peoples,

All:   Thank you for hearing us.  Thank you for speaking to us.  Thank you for your abiding presence in every breath of all creation and beyond. Amen.

 

BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

On the night before he died, Jesus had a meal with his friends. While they were eating, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it and said, “This is my body which is given for you.  Do this in memory of me.”

After supper he took the cup and said, “This cup is God’s new        covenant, sealed with my blood. Whenever you drink it, do it in   memory of me.

When Jesus took bread and wine, he gave new meaning to commonplace things. So come now, Holy Spirit, pour your goodness into these gifts of bread and cup, and into us your people, that these common elements, and we ordinary persons might become Christ’s body, your gift for the healing of the world. Amen.

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is ready.

