Celebration of the Life of
Walter A. Brueggemann

March 11, 1933—June §, 2025

Central United Methodist Church - Traverse City, Michigan
July 19, 2025

PRELUDE Benedictus (from The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace)—Karl Jenkins
THE WORD OF GRACE Rev. Joan VanDessel
GREETING Rev. Linda Stephan

UMH #384
(tune: Hyfrydol)

HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

PRAYER Rev. Joan VanDessel

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Psalm 146; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Clover Reuter Beal

HYMN: Blessed Assurance UMH #369

Rev. Dr. Brent Strawn
Dr. Davis Hankins

COMMENTS

HYMN: Now Thank We All Our God UMH #102

COMMENDATION AND PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Rev. Linda Stephan and Rev. Joan VanDessel

THE LORD’S PRAYER UMH #895
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

HYMN: We Are Marching in the Light of God TFWS #2235-b

BENEDICTION Rev. Linda Stephan

POSTLUDE Toccata from Symphony No. 5, Op. 42 #1—Charles Widor

(Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude.)

Reception following at Hagerty Center at NMC, 715 E. Front Street

Participants:
Lead Pastor
Associate Pastor

Rev. Linda Stephan
Rev. Joan VanDessel
Rev. Clover Reuter Beal
Co-Lead Pastor, Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church, Denver
Rev. Dr. Brent Strawn
Professor of Old Testament and Law, Duke University
Dr. Davis Hankins
Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Appalachian State University
Eric Strand Organist
Director of Worship, Grand Rapids First United Methodist Church



Now thank we all our God
with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
in whom this world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers’ arms
hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love
and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in God’s grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
in this world and the next.

“Now Thank We All Our God,” The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 555




