
Things you might find helpful while you’re here:

If you are a first-time visitor, please stop by the Welcome Center
outside the sanctuary - we have a special gift for you!

Large print bulletins, hymnals and hearing assistance devices
are available upon request. 

Please ask an usher if you need assistance.

Children are welcome in worship! 
We offer a special family-friendly Grace Space 

in the back of the sanctuary where children can participate in
hands-on activities during the worship service.

If you prefer, our nursery for children five and under is located 
on the lower level. A sound-proof two-way mirrored infant room
is located outside the sanctuary, across from the church office.

Our greeters, ushers and welcome center hosts are happy to
help you with directions or questions you may have today.

If you’d like more information about Central Church, please
follow our Facebook Page: facebook.com/tccumc or 

our Instagram: www.instagram.com/tccumc or
visit our website: tccentralumc.org

For your convenience, our 9 & 11 AM worship services 
are livestreamed weekly.

In addition, our 11AM worship service is 
broadcast live on WCCW-AM 1310 (Traverse City), 

sponsored by Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home.

Other information you might want to know:

Prayer requests are welcome.  You can submit your prayer
and/or request to be part of the prayer chain by contacting our

Wellness Advocate, Sarah Drews: sarah@tccentralumc.org

Along with the pastors, Central Church has a volunteer caring
team that is available for support in many ways including home

visitation, Stephen Ministry care, medical transportation
assistance, and hospital visitation.  If you would like support

during a difficult time, please contact one of the pastors or our
Wellness Advocate, Sarah Drews: sarah@tccentraluc.org.

Third Lesson                              Luke 1:26-35, 38                                          NT p. 56

Carol                                        “Mary, Did You Know?”                 arr. Craig Courtney
                                         Chancel Choir; Melly Smith, soloist

Fourth Lesson                                Luke 2:6-14                                              NT p. 58

Carol                                             “Make Room”           by Mark Hall and Matt Maher
                               The WELL Worship Band and Vocalists

Fifth Lesson                               Matthew 2:1-12                                                NT p.2

Carol                                    “Home By Another Way”                        by James Taylor

Sixth Lesson                                John 1:1-14                                                   NT p. 91

Carol                                          “O Holy Night”                                 arr. Jeffrey Cobb
                 The WELL Worship Band and Vocalists and the Chancel Choir

*Congregational Carol   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                     UMH No. 240

*Blessing                                     Pastor Linda Stephan and Pastor Joan VanDessel

Postlude                            “Go Tell It On The Mountain”                 arr. Jeffrey Cobb
                         The WELL Worship Band and the WELL Horns  

             
You are invited to remain seated for the postlude as part of your worship experience.

(If you choose to exit the sanctuary during the postlude, please do so quietly. Thank you.)

*Please stand as you are able.

.                                    TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS:
Pastors: Rev. Linda Stephan and Rev. Joan VanDessel 

 Liturgist: Ann Porter
Welcome Desk:  9:00 Donna Olendorf, 11:00 Sandy O’Niel

Greeters:  9:00 Doug and Lynne Luciani, Lisa Myers;
11:00 Jerry and Sharon Glenn, Lauren Johnson, Dave Maxson

Music:  The WELL Worship Band Vocalists Lindsey Haines, Sarah Hyatt,
CJ Johnson, and Erica Kozlowski; director/piano Jeffrey Cobb; keyboard Scott
Shawcross; guitar Jake Ramseyer; bass Stu Ford; drums Will Harris; percussion

Dennis Rathnaw; trumpets Josh Wagner and Thomas Vieira;
horn Julie Schleif; trombone Michael Hunter; flute Suzanne Parker; 

oboe Lynn Hansen; saxophones Mike Davis and Peter Deneen; 
violin Kaylee Erlewein and Kaylah Parshall; viola Renee Skerik;

cello Evy Elsing; organ/piano Barbara Slagel;
 director of Chancel Choir Jeffery Cobb 

Thank you for worshipping with us today!

8 AM Small Group Service
in the Chapel

9 AM  Upbeat, Casual Worship
in the Sanctuary

11 AM Traditional Worship
in the Sanctuary

Sunday Morning Worship

Thank you for joining us today!

Welcome to all who seek true community, 
or who have no church home, who have been here
awhile, or have just  arrived, who need strength, 

who want to follow Christ, who have doubts,
 firm convictions, or who aren’t sure what they believe.

Welcome to new guests and to old friends. 
Welcome to people of all colors, cultures, abilities,

sexual orientations and gender identities, 
to old and young, to believers and questioners 

and welcome to questioning believers. 

All are 
Welcome.



Find out more: tccentralumc.org/events

 Announcements & Opportunities

Service of Lessons and Carols
Third Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 

Prelude                                          “White Christmas”                         arr. Mark Taylor
                                 The WELL Worship Band and the WELL Horns
                                                                                                     
*Processional Carol                 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                       UMH No. 234

Welcome and Announcements                                                       Rev. Linda Stephan

*Passing the Peace                                                                        Rev. Linda Stephan

*Call to Worship                                                                                            Ann Porter
   One: We gather in this Advent season, waiting for Christ’s coming.
   ALL: Joy meets us in the waiting.
   One: We look for light in chaotic days.
   ALL: Joy steadies us in the uncertainty.
   One: We trust the promise that newness is on the way.
   ALL: Joy moves us toward hope.
   One: In waiting, in uncertainty, with hope…
   ALL: We open our hearts to rejoice in the One who draws near. 

Lighting the Advent Candle of Joy                    The Holmberg-Shaffer Family   9:00
                                                                                                  The Lance Family  11:00

Time of Offering                                                                                            Ann Porter

Offering Carol                       “Once in Royal David’s City”                     UMH No. 250    

Bidding Prayer                                                                                               Ann Porter

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                    UMH NO. 895
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   Thy kingdom
      come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
      daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
      trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

First Lesson                                   Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                          OT p. 638

Carol                                “How Lovely Are the Messengers”           by Mendelssohn
                                                        Chancel Choir        
 
Second Lesson                           Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9                                        OT p. 640

Carol                                 “Love Came Down at Christmas”         arr. Howard Helvey
                                                       Chancel Choir

Knit One, Crochet Too:  10:30 am - 12 noon Tuesdays in the Chapel
If you enjoy yarn crafting, please join others for knitting, crocheting and
fellowship.  New members and interested learners are welcome.  We’ll
help you start or decipher a pattern.  Contact Linda Wolgast:
linda65ac@gmail.com
Covenant Disciples: 11:00 am – 12 noon on Fridays via Zoom
This is a welcoming group that challenges our thinking in many different
ways and opens up different options to learn more about God's presence
in our daily lives. Visitors and new members are always welcome.
Contact Kathy Mead: meadka09@gmail.com.
Caregivers Support Group: 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm third Mondays in the
Chapel  In person or via Zoom.  Come be in community and find support
in being a caregiver for your loved ones.  Contact Nan:
nan.horstman@gmail.com.
Donuts and Devotions:  9:00 am - 10:30 am first and third Wednesdays
in the Chapel.  You are welcome to join this drop-in circle of men who
are seeking God in their lives.  Join us for coffee, donuts and
conversation.  Contact officeassistant@tccentralumc.org for more
information.

  

“Currency for Change” Monthly Mission Donation Project
December Spotlight: Northwest Michigan Supportive

Housing
Got currency? Bring it to church and drop it in the "Currency
for Change" anytime this month.  All funds collected will be
designated to this month’s mission.

ADULTS

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Nursery available in Room 105 Wednesdays from 5:30 to 7:15 pm
Heroes in Action: 5:30 - 7:15 pm Wednesdays in Room 105
Children entering grades K-2 will learn Bible Basics, all about Jesus and
his love for all of us!
The Wonderers: 5:30 - 7:15 pm Wednesdays in Room 106
Children entering grades 3-4 will join friends here to help us grow
together in grace, God and with the eyes of Holy Wonder!
MS Youth Group: 5:30 -7:15 pm Wednesdays in Room 103
Youth entering grades 5-7 will join in community to learn more about God,
and also about people who have made impacts throughout history.
HS Youth Group: 5:30 -7:15pm Wednesdays in the Youth room
Youth grades 8-12 are invited for a time of fellowship, service, learning
and fun! All are welcome—invite a friend! 

 

SAVE THE DATES
Abatement and pardon our dust updates
are available on the website.  Use this QR code to access
information about what is happening around our building.
Our thanks to the volunteers painting many spaces.
Central to Our Future campaign updates and All Church Conference 
Sunday, December 14 today after 11 am worship We will hear from the
Building Committee and the Campaign Committee, and will be asked to
approve the pre-purchase of construction items.
Longest Night of the Year Silent Walk Sunday December 21 at 7pm
Meet at the Governmental Center, 400 Boardman, for a walk in memory of
those we have lost due to homelessness.

SCAN TO  GIVESCAN TO CHECK IN

mailto:meadka09@gmail.com

